



Sanders did whatever it took to survive on the city’s streets
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— Look at the viaduct in front of St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center and Boggy Creek that flows through its canal.
That was John Sanders’ washroom for more than a year in the 1980s.
He lived then on Enid’s streets because his Social Security benefits were cut after he reported gainful employment through a job from which he eventually was fired.
“I’ve had my life turned upside down and every which way,” said Sanders as he sat drinking a cup of coffee in The R.O.O.F.’s pantry. The R.O.O.F., or Refuge Of Our Father, is a new day refuge and resource center under way at 815 W. Maine by Hope Outreach.
A former Enid State School resident who has been medically diagnosed with epilepsy, Sanders walked the streets, found abandoned houses to sleep in, ate out of trash cans and did whatever else it took to survive on the streets.
Sanders is a big asset to workers today who attempt to help the homeless. He knows the mindset. He can remember the emotional trauma.
“They (homeless) have a network out there — their own little communication center. You want to be careful not to overstep someone’s turf,” Sanders said.
People who are homeless basically are frightened. They are scared to fill out forms or give out information, fearing something, such as drug or alcohol problems, can be used against them.
“You get a label when information is made public. They will be constantly watching out for you. They (homeless) don’t trust a great deal of people. Unless you’ve been in that predicament, you can’t understand the lack of trust,” he said.
It was someone who had lived on the streets who extended a helping hand to Sanders, offering his trailer as a home and shelter.
Sanders got his benefits back. He is a deacon at his church, a Red Cross volunteer and works in a church soup kitchen every Saturday. He also is attending Northern Oklahoma College.
He is an advocate for helping the homeless, having personally told Enid mayors some kind of shelter or transitional housing has been needed here for a long time.
“It’s long overdue,” he said about recent gains to answer the problem of homeless by agencies like Hope Outreach, Challenge to Change and Salvation Army. 
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