



Hope Outreach planning to expand homeless center

April 12, 2007 12:50 am

— Hope Outreach plans to enlarge The R.O.O.F. (Refuge Of Our Father), Enid’s first faith-based day center for the homeless. 
It will be in the same building as the current The R.O.O.F. offices, 815 W. Maine. 
A local couple who wish to remain anonymous has provided Hope Outreach with money to start the day center. Work is scheduled to begin in four to five weeks. The R.O.O.F. will continue to serve as a day refuge and resource center for those in need during construction. 
Phase one will include bathroom and shower facilities for men, women and children. People will have access to a washer, dryer, kitchenette, phone stations, haircutting booth and storage racks.
Five satellite agencies — Social Security Administration, Workforce Oklahoma, (Com-munity Development Support Association, TPI Staffing and Vocational Rehabilitation — currently are scheduled on a weekly basis to assist the homeless with information about job openings, housing and vocational opportunities. 
Autry Technology Center and Garfield County Health Department will assist as needed by appointment, to meet educational and medical needs. Karen Kewley directs The R.O.O.F. program for Hope Outreach. 
Community Care is a ministry under The R.O.O.F., a work-in-exchange program to empower people toward responsible living and which is coordinated by Sandie Hamilton. This program often is the first stop for the homeless because it deals with emergency necessities.
Faith Farm is a therapeutic garden developed under The R.O.O.F. Its purpose is to incorporate gardening as a means of improving the social, educational, psychological and physical well-being of the homeless. Kate Morrison is the coordinator of Faith Farm and has been a master gardener for 16 years. When completed, the garden will have 14 raised beds in which clients of The R.O.O.F. can work.
Anyone interested in the project for the homeless should call Kewley at 237-4800 or go to www.hopeoutreach.org for information. 
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