



Hope Outreach buys site for homeless center
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Staff Writer

The plight of Enid’s homeless got a big shot in the arm Wednesday concerning care, shelter and solutions.
Director Karen J. Kewley, who recently was hired to manage and guide The ROOF (Refuge Of Our Father), a faith-based day refuge and resource center for the homeless, said Hope Outreach has purchased a building at 815 W. Broadway that will serve as the center’s site.
“I’m working on procedures and policies, intake and assessment forms,” Kewley told a large audience of mostly social service agency representatives and church clergy gathered in the upper loft at Hope Outreach, 215 S. Van Buren.
The newly purchased 5,000-square-foot building needs interior remodeling work, but Hope Outreach director Paula Nightengale said the center should be open by March 1.
“We will be using a continuum of care approach modeled after Tulsa Day Center,” Kewley told the audience.
During its initial stages, the center will offer daytime case management for homeless people. Eventually, the space will be converted at nighttime into shelter space.
The shelter mission is to help the homeless alleviate some of their struggles and assist them into reconnecting back into responsible living. 
During a question-and-answer session, Nightengale said Hope Outreach anticipates a $20,000 minimum start-up cost.
“We have $50,000 in hand. We need another $50,000,” Nightengale said for future operating expenses.
Kewley said more money will be obtained from grants, donations and from the work of a promotions committee.
Professional staff people will be hired in addition to people who are asked to volunteer their services.
David Burleigh, Hope Outreach director of development, said the center will be remodeled to accommodate office space for social service representatives.
Some services will be offered, such as medical care and the providing of food, clothes and personal hygienic items.
The ROOF also will have an advisory care panel of 10 people who already are working in a continuum of care, Kewley said. 

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc. 

