



Homelessness is not just a big city problem.
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— Homelessness is not just a big city problem.
It can be an issue anywhere. According to a survey done last year, there were approximately 60 people considered homeless in Enid. In Oklahoma, there are approximately 4,900 people considered homeless.
This year, Community Development Support Association will work with Enid Police Department on another survey to get a count of the number of people in Enid living on the street. The goal of the survey is to receive a federal grant to address the problem of homelessness here. The survey will be included in an application from North Central Oklahoma Continuum of Care to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Homeless Assistance Program.
The survey will ask specific questions about a person’s past, current situation and other areas, such as if the person has been a victim of mental illness or domestic violence.
As one person involved in the process said, “Probably the most important thing we will be asking people is, ‘What can we do to help you?’”
Enid has several organizations that do a great job helping people who may be down on their luck. Enid YWCA, Salvation Army and The R.O.O.F. (Refuge Of Our Father), which is a part of Hope Outreach, all provide what assistance they can.
However, any other help that can be provided would be good. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development has earmarked up to $300,000 in grant money for homeless assistance programs for up to 10 Oklahoma counties if certain criteria are met.
Granted, by looking at the numbers it appears homelessness is not a huge problem in Enid and Oklahoma. But, for the people who are without homes, it is a big deal. And, the same goes for the organizations trying to help.
We hope the grant application being prepared for Enid is approved and some federal assistance is forthcoming. 
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