



Donors to local shelter project have few days to benefit
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A plan years in the making is under way, and organizers want local residents to take advantage of a rewarding time to donate to help Enid’s homeless and disenfranchised.
With a fund-raising goal of $500,000 for 2006, Hope Outreach is encouraging donors to take advantage of provisions in Katrina Emergency Tax Relief Act that qualify donations to any charity for a 100 percent tax deduction.
Donations to Hope Outreach’s The ROOF — or Refuge of Our Father — project fall in that category.
The tax law gives 100 percent tax credit to all charitable donations made before Dec. 31, giving donors 17 more days to take advantage of the benefits of the act. Donations made to The ROOF after Dec. 31 would qualify for the standard tax deduction.
Hope Outreach’s project will create a continuum-of-care program designed to motivate and enable homeless to reconnect and become active and productive members of society, said David Burleigh, Hope Outreach director of development.
A full-time director for The ROOF program has been hired and is working toward getting the project, modeled after the Tulsa Day Center, moving forward.
“The die has been cast,” Burleigh said. “We’ve begun something that could help so many people here in Enid and will allow other service agencies in our community to come under one roof to centralize all the services offered.”
Donations can be given directly to Hope Outreach or through Enid Community Foundation or a challenge grant, in which a donor offers to match a specific amount of funds raised.
“We’d love to have a challenge grant presented to the community,” Burleigh said.
The selection for an advisory council also is under way, and The ROOF Director Karen Kewley has sent out more than 125 letters to community and church leaders inviting them to a meeting at 2 p.m. Jan. 11 at the Hope Outreach office to discuss the program.
“They’re just so receptive to this,” Kewley said of Enid’s service providers. “I’m so excited it’s gonna happen in ’06.”
The biggest step taken in the project has been the hiring of Newley, Burleigh said. Both agreed the next step to take is finding a building to house The ROOF project.
The eventual goal of the project is to offer more than just shelter to Enid’s homeless but a way to centralize the work agencies around Enid do for the homeless.
“We want to be sure agencies that provide for people can have satellite offices,” Burleigh said. “We want everyone to be involved.”
The ROOF could provide all the services used by Enid’s homeless in one location, Burleigh said, making the transition from homelessness and reconnection to society easier and quicker.
“It would save so much time and hardship to have it all in once centralized location,” he said. “It takes so much for someone who is homeless to reach the services that are spread around Enid. This could save them a lot of time and energy.”
By creating a continuum of care, Burleigh said he believes homeless people can reconnect to more than just society but to their lives and confidence.
“The real problem with homelessness is not just the lack of a roof, it’s not being connected to society — a lot of them have no support group or family, they’re disconnected.” he said. “If you just give them a roof, you don’t reconnect them.”
The ROOF will begin as a day center, Burleigh said. It would offer homeless people help to find transitional housing and give a “sense of worth and making a contribution.”
The ROOF project organizers plan to offer a variety of services, including help with getting identification cards, transportation, laundry facilities, skills assessment, job training and education, case management and medical services.
Further along in the program’s progression, Burleigh wants to become an all-night shelter.
“It’s nothing fancy,” he said, “just a mattress on the floor. It won’t be private rooms or things like that.”
The vision is taking shape. A nursing home has donated mattresses to Hope Outreach for the eventual all-night shelter.
Burleigh knows the full-time shelter is some ways off.
“It will take a while to get it going,” he said. “As we can staff (overnight positions) we’ll add the night shelter part.”
When the project comes to fruition, Burleigh believes it could save millions by streamlining and reducing services, agency collaborations, increased productivity, decreased vandalism and a reduction in the other costs associated with homelessness.
“That alone would be a reason to help the homeless,” Burleigh said.
For information on The ROOF, to donate to the project or to learn a way to join in and help, contact Hope Outreach at (580) 237-4783, or 237-HOPE. 
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