



Counting the homeless: Survey to assist Enid in obtaining federal funding
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January 15, 2007 11:21 pm

— More federal money may come Enid’s way to help the plight of the homeless.
Craig Stokes and Cheri Ezzell, of Community Devel-opment Support Association, confirmed CDSA officials will work with Enid Police Depart-ment officers Jan. 25 to survey and get a count of people who live on the street.
“In the past, we’ve met with the police department to discern where these people might be and how to contact them,” Ezzell said.
Survey numbers will be included in an upcoming application from North Central Oklahoma Continuum of Care to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Home-less Assistance Program.
Allan McCobb, executive director of United Way of Enid and Northwest Okla-homa, said similar Enid surveys have been done in the past.
“We’ve never gotten grants here,” McCobb said, adding Enid YWCA applied for a shelter grant previously with HUD but didn’t get it.
McCobb said HUD has earmarked up to $300,000 in grant money for homeless assistance programs for up to 10 counties in Oklahoma if certain criteria are met.
According to a homeless survey conducted in 2006, approximately 60 people here were considered to be homeless, with slightly more than half considered street homeless.
What makes it difficult to get an accurate count in determining just who is homeless is the co-mingling of people staying at the Salvation Army, YWCA or with friends and relatives, McCobb said.
Stokes said a survey with specific questions about someone’s past history, current situation and other areas, such as being a victim of mental illness or domestic violence, will help to discern accurate numbers.
“Probably the most important thing we will be asking people is, ‘What can we do to help you?’” Stokes said.
Karen Kewley, director of The R.O.O.F. (Refuge Of Our Father), which is a part of Hope Outreach, said she had not been notified by anyone about the survey.
She said she doubts whether the center would qualify as a HUD grant recipient because of agency criteria. Located at 815 W. Maine, the center is expanding its day refuge services and working toward clearing space for overnight stays, too.
Beginning Feb. 6, the center will establish office space for Workforce Oklahoma officials to assist people with job searches. The assistance will be available from 10 a.m. to noon every Tuesday, Kewley said. 
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