



A ROOF for Enid’s homeless
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— Those who don’t have a roof over their head now can seek shelter under a ROOF provided by a new program organized by Hope Outreach.
The group’s The ROOF, or Refuge of Our Fathers, project will create a continuum-of-care program designed to motivate and enable homeless people to reconnect and become active and productive members of society, said David Burleigh, Hope Outreach director of development.
The project’s goal is to more than simply provide shelter, but to provide a way to centralize the work local agencies do for Enid’s homeless.
The ROOF could provide all the services used by Enid’s homeless in one location, thus easing the transition from homelessness to reconnection with society.
Organizers of the project plan to offer a variety of services, including help with getting identification cards, transportation, laundry facilities, skills assessment, job training and education, case management and medical services.
Eventually, plans are for The ROOF to become an all-night shelter. Hope Outreach already has received mattresses donated by a nursing home.
Organizers believe The ROOF will save money by streamlining and reducing services, agency collaborations, increased productivity, decreased vandalism and a reduction in other costs associated with homelessness.
The goal of coordinating services for the homeless is an admirable one, but the devil will be in the details of getting everything to mesh together.
A director, Karen Kewley, has been hired, and an advisory council is being formed. A meeting to discuss the program will be 2 p.m. Jan. 11 at the Hope Outreach office.
We hope The ROOF provides the help Enid’s homeless need to get back on their feet, and back in society’s mainstream. 
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